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A Study of Examinations for
Foreign Service and Core
Competence

Deng-Ker Lee

Abstract

The duty of the diplomats is to protect our national interests, especially vital or
core interests, by effectively carrying out foreign policy. The quality of competency
of the diplomats, therefore, is very important indeed.

To maintain and improve the quality of their diplomats, the United States,
United Kingdom, France, Germany and Japan all put emphasis on the importance
of their respective foreign service examinations. As a matter of fact, our country’s
foreign service examinations have also been regulated with care in the last 5 de-
cades.

Does the current foreign service examination need reform in order to select the
diplomats with the competency required by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs? Should
we learn from the United States, United Kingdom, France, Germany and Japan
in their examinations for foreign service? The purpose of this paper is to examine
these important issues.

This paper concludes that our foreign service examination does need reform
and that we should also learn from the United States, United Kingdom, France,

Germany and Japan.

Keywords: foreign service examination, diplomat, core competency, second
foreign language.
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