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National Examination for
Professional and Technical
Personnel in Taiwan (R.O.C)-
Evolution, Current Status and
Global Recognition

Ming-Chine Kao

Abstract

The Constitution of the Republic of China mandates that qualification for the practice
of specialized professions and technical occupations is to be examined through examina-
tions conducted by the Examination Yuan.

Specialized professions and technical occupations are defined as those requiring a
process of modern education or training which provides academic knowledge and techni-
cal skills and the conduct of which is intimately connected to the public good or to the
people’s life, health and property.

The evolution of the professional and technical examinations of our country is rough-
ly divided into 6 phases. The first phase is prior to 1942.The first professional and techni-
cal qualification was enacted in 1942, where no national examination was performed for
the professionals such as physicians, lawyers and accountants. The sixth phase was from
2007 with reform and refinement of the various types of examinations.

The medical personnel required to pass the professional and technical examination to
obtain certificate of qualification included physicians, doctors of Chinese medicine, den-
tists, pharmacists, medical technologists, medical radiation technologists, nursing special-
ists, midwifery specialists, clinical psychologists, counseling psychologists, respiratory
therapists, physical therapists, occupational therapists, nurse, midwives, physical therapy
technicians, occupational therapy technicians, assistant pharmacists, medical technicians,
medical radiological technicians, dietitians, dental technologists and dental technicians.

The examination consists of senior, junior and special examinations. The examina-

tions methods include written, oral and on-site examinations. In general, qualifications are
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satisfied by obtaining a score of 60 or more.

The following will present brief introduction of the various examinations of medical
personnel.

The number of examinees, number of qualification and percentage of qualification
of various categories of examinations in each year or in total are presented. The two-stage
examinations of physicians, dentists and doctors of Chinese medicine are also presented in
order to match with international standards.

The first professional and technical examination had been enacted in 1942. Thereaf-
ter, after several phases of restructuring, reform and refinement, the national examinations
and their affairs have been well established with fairness and justice in order to achieve
reliability, validity and selectivity.

Consequently, through the national examinations, the objectives of assessment and

selection of a competent professional person with good quality and global recognition can

be achieved.
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