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Physical Therapy Licensure
Examination in Taiwan:
Current Status and Future
Development

Suh-Fang Jeng
Ming-Chien Kao

Abstract

Physical therapists are important members of healthcare team who provide as-
sessment, consultation and intervention to individuals to enhance their motor function,
functional activities and social participation. In Taiwan, the physical therapy profession
evolved in the 1960s because of the polio outbreak that rendered numerous polio survivors
in urgent need of functional re-education. Changes in the social and healthcare environ-
ment in recent decades have resulted in an increase in the demand of physical therapy
and expansion of the scope of physical therapy practice into health promotion, disease
prevention, impairment treatment and disability rehabilitation. Physical therapists nowa-
days provide services to populations across life span that encounter deficit in motor func-
tion and functional activities due to disease, injury or life style. After 30 years’ dedication
by numerous physical therapy pioneers, the Physical Therapist Act was promulgated in
1995, followed by the launch of licensure examination in 1996. The comprehensive inter-
connected chain of education, licensure and practice has therefore been forged. Physical
therapy licensure examination has played an important role in the assessment of abilities
of graduates of entry-level physical therapy education programs and in the evaluation of
their competence for physical therapy clinical practice. This paper will focus on the physi-
cal therapy licensure examination in Taiwan and will address the following issues: pro-
fessional and educational development of physical therapy in Taiwan, and evolution and
current status of physical therapy licensure examination in Taiwan and in the international

arena. Recommendations for directions for future development are also put forth.

Keywords: physical therapist, license examination, physical therapy education, international
physical therapy examination
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