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From the tendency of the modern forensic
pathology to evaluate the education,
examination, training and appointment of
forensic pathology in Taiwan

Chih Hsin Pan, Bo Yuan Tseng, Kai Ping Shaw
Abstract

In modern forensic system, the person who qualifiedly performing forensic autopsy needs
the certificates of medical doctor (M.D.), anatomic pathologist (A.P) and forensic pathologist (F.P)).
Overall, the modern forensic system of the United State is most complete.

The core task of the forensic autopsy is to identify or make a diagnosis of cause of death
(COD) and determine manner of death (MOD). Cause of death needs conform to the disease
diagnosis of International Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems (ICD).
Therefore, the identifier must be a medical doctor. The forensic external and internal examination
of the bodies and microscope observation of tissue in forensic autopsy need the skills and
methods of anatomic pathology that needs 4-full-year training of pathology to be a qualified
anatomic pathologist. Besides the anatomic pathology training, to make a diagnosis of cause of
death, a qualified forensic pathologist needs at least another one-full-year professional forensic
pathology training.

In Taiwan, since the performance of Forensic Medical Examiner Law on December 28th,
1996, there are many medico-legal officers who performed forensic inspection or external
examination of the bodies, and issued the certificate of death without any certificate of medical
doctor, anatomic pathologist or forensic pathologist.

From April 2014 till now, Taiwan Society of Pathology has issued 29 forensic pathologist
certificates. These qualified forensic pathologists have no right to perform forensic autopsy due to
lack of the certificated of “medico-legal officer”.

We suggest revising Forensic Medical Examiner Law as soon as possible. First, define the
Chinese and English name and responsibilities in forensic pathologist, medical examiner, medico-
legal officer and forensic technician. Second, forensic autopsy must be performed by a boarded
and qualified forensic pathologist, that means who must owns all the certificates of medical
doctor, anatomic pathologist and forensic pathologist. Therefore, it needs to establish the system

of education, examination, training and appointment for forensic pathologist in Taiwan.
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