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New Perspectives on Pharmacy Education and the National
Pharmacist Licensure Exam in the Post-Pandemic Era

Shu-Wen Lin?, Yaw-Bin Huang?, Yu-Hsueh Wu3; Li-Jiuan Shen*

Abstract

The COVID-19 pandemic has not only significantly impacted global healthcare
systems but also highlighted the crucial role of pharmacists in public health crises. This
paper reviews the development of pharmacy education in Taiwan, analyzes the
pandemic's effects on educational models and national pharmacist licensure exams, and
proposes future development strategies. Taiwan's pharmacy education has evolved
from a four-year program to a six-year Pharm.D. degree, with curriculum design now
emphasizing clinical applications and patient care. During the pandemic, the
widespread adoption of distance learning promoted educational innovation but also
brought challenges in areas such as internship arrangements and learning outcome
assessments. However, a declining trend in the pass rates of the national pharmacist
licensure exam over the past five years has been observed, warranting in-depth
exploration of its causes and impacts. Post-pandemic pharmacy education should
strengthen training in public health, telemedicine, and interprofessional collaboration,
while utilizing blended learning models to enhance teaching effectiveness. The national
pharmacist licensure exam should move towards integrated case-based questions to
assess candidates’ problem-solving abilities more comprehensively in clinical settings.
By strengthening the close connection between "education, examination, and
application,"” we can ensure that future pharmacists possess the professional
competencies to address diverse challenges and make more significant contributions to
public health improvement.

Keywords: post-pandemic era, pharmacy education, pharmacist licensure examination,
clinical pharmacy
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